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Synthesis of Fischerindole, Baran, Scripps Institute, 2008.  Members of the hapalindole family, including ent-12-
epi-Fischerindole G and welwitindolinone A, show activity as insecticides, antifungals and antibiotics.  Baran set out 
to find efficient routes to a number of compounds of this class.
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Cu(II)acid catalysis

Me

O

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H

Me

HO

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H

Me

MsO

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H

Me

N

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H
NN

Na/Hg
EtOH

Me

H2N

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H

Me

N
H

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H
O

H

Me

N

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H
C

ent-12-epi-Fischerindole G

Burgess' 
Reagent

Step 5

Step 9

this exercise copyright 2009 Chris P Schaller



 

Me

O

Me
H

Cl

NH
Me

H

Baran Fischerindole part 2
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