ESSAY 2.   Axiomatic Systems and Models

Due: Sept. 18, 2007

Intended Audience: Good, interested students who have finished Calculus II.

Format:  Please write your essay using a word processor with a spell checker.  You can draw in any figures by hand (or use photocopies with acknowledgment).

Length:  I think at least two typed pages are needed to cover the topic and that five pages would be more than such a student would want to know.

Topic:  Explain what an axiomatic system and a model are and why they are important to mathematicians.  Illustrate with examples appropriate and interesting to your audience.  You should address some of the metamathematical ideas, but there is no need to discuss all of them, especially given your audience.  You do not need to give technical definitions if you feel your audience would better understand your essay with only informal descriptions and examples.
