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The maple syrup season tapped off
to a start last week. -

On Saturday, staff and volunteers of
the St. John's Arboretum and Abbey
drilled holes into the maple trees in
the woods by St. John's to collect sap.

+Steve Saupe, biology professor and
co-organizer of the production, said
the tapping season runs from about
mid-March to mid-April.

. “Maple trees (sap) run when day-

‘time temperatures are above freezing

" ‘and nighttime temperatures are be-
_ law Saupe said.

- The Arboretum has been preparing
o host its maple syrup festival March
[ 24cand! 31 bystmﬁngthe tapping pro-
| ‘cessnow.
;- Steve Devereaux, en\qronmeutal 7
.education fellow-at the St. John's Ar-
" boretum, said the maple syrup tra-
dition started at St. John's in 1942

during the sugar ration associated
with-World War IL The festivals were

started a few years ago as a way 10
i fhe puhhcm paxtmpate inthe ping

i &wayto mmmemomse the tra-
dition,! Devereaux said. “Its chame
for everyone to see what's going on.”

Tours showing how to tap the trees
and ice cream with maple syrup aré

Photo-by Troy Lochner » rdlocnnsr@csb.qu .80y
Maple treas have been driiled for sap at St. John's slnce 1942..

' Sap collectmg season begms

‘some of t.he activities p]a.nned The
-evaporator will also run t'or ws:tors

each day.

Tapping process .
¢ operation began with an as-
sembly of sap collecting bags March
8. Volunteers attached blue plastic
bags to metal holders that keep the

bags open to catch sap.
Devereaux said the maple trees can

‘be tapped once the tree is 10 inches

around. For every five inches aver 10,
another tap can be added. Last yea.r's
hole is avoided.

"We drill five inches over and five
inches either up or.down from the

" scar tissue of last year,’ Devemanx

said.
The drilled hole is 1. 5 inches deep
and spiles are tapped in. A spile is a
metal spout which is placed into the
tree for the saptopouront, .
The bags are attached and collec-
tion begins. Saupe said.about 600

 taps are usually drilled Egyer ai,:larsopho- :

Senior Msrgaret Gl
more John Smith participated inthe
tapping session Saturday morning.
'I‘hey were both responsible for tap-
spiles into the trees, G
“I coul& locate; svhere to tap the -
spﬂeby either'the hcﬂe orthe stnaam

See SYHUP Page 5
How the sap becomes syrup
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